











AL TRdW

i d former entrepreneur whe was
drawn b the Reld guite by aceident,
Misra belongs to Kampilyva, whicl, lo

cated b Farruklabad distelet of Ultar
Praclels, b consldered the birthplace o
Drraupadi and the capial of the kingdom
of Panchala, Somme vears ago, wilible repoy

erbog Tromm an W, shie started waich

inig rerumd of Mahabharadaon leleyision
ansd realised the imporian eof Kampilva,
She also rediscovered Draupacdi, and
through herwark she hasintroduced the
epuestion of gender to the debate o the
eple's istorbeity, " Weassocinie Dravupadi
with only two things, either her five
husbands or thie cheer hiaran (disrobing),
bt shie 18 wreatly misunderstood, She
was witly and intellivent, fiercely inde-
pendent and progressive, She s an icon
forour times,” says Misra. Hertiny ofice
I5 illed with ancient maps of Panchala,
some raved with age. "For me, there is
litile daubt that this is history, I have a
conmection with the land.”

Misra has the air of someone who
knows how to gel (hings done, She
campaigned extensively forexcavalion
at Kampilya, which took place between
2ore and 2012, The siie revealed trac
% of Painted Grey Ware (PGWL Misea
talks alsput the tragedy of Kampilya,
The mound where Drupad Kila {Fort
of King Drupad) is assumed b be
located has been taken over by squatters.
[ntent on reclaiming the historic site
and developing it for cultural tourism,

khe beeurrently intalkswith the govern
et of Uitar Pradesh,

REHAEDLOGY 18 THE aaly discipline

that historlans of all hues accept
a3 valldator of information, BB Lal, a
phneer in this Geld, hos weitien books
o archacological evidence for both the
ephes, The last great breakthrough was
the discovery of the submerged cliy of
Dwarlca. But even archacolagy has nol
provided enough leads

Lagl vear, ambd much sounding of
trumpels, the Archaeological Survey of
Indba (ASL incleriosk an excavation al
Drelhi’s Purana OQila, 3 ab6th century
fort that's alsp considered the site of
[ndraprastha, believed to be the capital
of the Kingdom of the Pandavas, The
first excavation atthissite was conduct
ed by BB Lal in 1954; he found traces of
1N, which he then corroborated with
the Mahabhharata. The alm of this round
of excavation was bo discover stratified
deposits of POW to establish links that
wonld oiherwize be lenos,

The team found PGW potsherds in
the upper layers, till the rain interrup-
edtheexeavalion, Thisvear, theywereto
dig forstratified depasits, bul the projec
i stalled and the lead excavator Vasani
Swarnkar, superintending archacolo-
gist with the ASL has been transfermsd.
W found continuous cultural kaliia
tiom from the pre-Adaurvan tothe British

"We associate Draupadi
with her five hushands

and the cheer haran
(disrobing, but she is
greatly misunderstaod. She
was witty and intelligent.
An icon of our times”

KEERA WISHA, Chatrpirsan
Draupd Trust

pertod; There waa delinitely a FGW
habiltation at thissite, but we need large
scaleeneavation io prove thinarchacolop
ically.” Bwarnkar sav,

TEN Bajan, an  archaeologlst o
Benyalura whi has been pushing for
re-excavation at Dwarka{ln the current
stale of Gujarat) by using new undes
water technology, believes that the ASI
does motwant o relate the excavation at
Indraprastha with the Mahabharata an
the tapicisalittle too politically charged
and sensitive,

"For at least two centuries, scholary
have tried to answer the questlon, with
tio congensus,’ says MMichel Danino, a
French-born Indologist who was induc
ed recently into the ICHR, anid & guest
predessar at T-Gandhinapar, *This is
becauseacomplete soluthon will have to
harmonise the literary, social; geograph
fcal, wultural, archacoasironomical and
archacalogical data Noonehasbeenable
todo this. Scholars, while broadly agree
ing that the epics were composed or com
piledafew centuries BCand AD, disagree
onhowmuchin themisembellishmentor
interpolation: critical Hrerary studies
trying to pin down their ‘original core’
havereached diverging conclusions, The
problemis exceedingly tharny and may
never have a final solution.”

Ome thing will remain constant, how
ever, a5 il has over thousands of years
perspectives on the b great epics will
Eeepmultiplyine »




